Child dedication

It is told that in every generation there are times when hope threatens to leave this world.   At such times, the Baal Shem Tov, the great Jewish mystic, would go into a secret place in the forest. There he would light a special fire and say a holy prayer speaking the long-forgotten most sacred name of God.  The danger was averted and hope stayed alive.

In later times when disaster threatened, the spiritual elders of the Peterschmitt, Hooge, Krause and Vandendort families would go to the same place in the forest and say, “Merciful God, I do not know how to light the fire, but I can say the prayer.”  And again the danger was averted and hope stayed alive.

Still later in times of crises their descendants would go to the same place in the spiritual forest and say, “Gracious God, abounding in steadfast love from generation to generation, I do not know how to light the fire or say the prayer, but I found my way to this  place, and that must be enough.” And it was. Hope stayed alive.

And later when their descendants came to Canada and they craved reassurance from the Divine Presence, they would sit in a chair with heads in hands and say, “Mother / Father God, I no longer know how to light the fire, nor how to say the prayer, I can’t even find my way to that place in the forest, but I can tell the story and that must enough.” And it was. 

And it still is. As long as stories are told, hope stays in the world.
  We keep telling the story in deed and word, and we trust in the almighty and merciful God that this will be sufficient.

The Baal Shem Tov – “Master of the Good Name”—was the title given to an extraordinary 18th century Rabbi.  The Besht (a nickname for the Baal Shem Tov) is quoted as saying, “I came into the world to show another way, to cultivate love of God, of Israel, and of the Torah, and there is no need for fasting and mortification”.
  And he shared his passion for God, God’s love, God’s teachings, and God’s people through story.  He was a saint while he lived and after he died.  Story, is the manner in which we living saints shape future saints he might say.  And we grown-ups are saints, at least according to the apostle Paul.
In our lectionary text reading from Ephesians I am taken with the fact that Paul addressed living breathing Christians as saints, and he does so consistently in other epistles as well.
   In Paul's mind, “saints” are not super heroes but ordinary Christians like us:  faith filled yet flawed, hopeful yet cynical, dedicated and yet derelict from duty.  It is wonderful to know that God, according to Paul, views in the messiness of us a type of saintliness.  It is good for children to hear of our spiritual pilgrimages.   It will contribute to their evolving saintliness.  And, truth be told, these stories can be shared away from any church building.
It is good for our children to know of God’s presence and providence in the lives of our ancestors.   This is what the writer of Hebrews does when s/he goes off on a litany of those who by trust, by faith, lived into the promises of God.
 There are stories of God’s goodness which we find in each of our family histories or in the biographies of saints like MLK or the Besht—not perfect people, but people whose hearts longed for an intersection of heaven on earth.  The “eyes of their hearts” enlightened is a powerful image; the heart alert to God’s promises and presence.  Telling our family stories and the biographies of the saints—this is how future saints are formed.   And, truth be told, it is something which can happen away from any church building.
It is good for our children to hear again the story of Jesus.   God’s choice to be present with us in human form is compelling.  The teachings of Jesus are life inspiring.  The willingness of Jesus to die for us so that we might find new life is humbling.  The path Jesus charted through death into new life is comforting.  We are loved.  Not for what we have done but because we are.  Telling this kind of story actually helps us, I believe, act more generously with those placed in our lives.  This story, too, can be told away from any church building.


The story we have to tell, however, is not just historical or mythological.  It is a lived story.  We live it in this space month to month and year to year.  We participate in the Christmas pageant.  We process with the palms the week before Easter.  We join together in celebration of the Lord’s Supper.  We pray and sing the Psalms.  In our congregational life we replicate the messiness and grace and dejection and the hope and the complexity described in the biblical writings.  We don’t just tell it; we live it!!  Grace is now, and it happens here!!!   This story can not be told away from any church building because it is the on-going and evolving story of God and God’s people.  Living this story is how children grow into sainthood.  It is how we all become more saintly as we make peace with the inner child within us.

May God continue to bless the children:  the children of our lives and the child likeness within us.  May God continue to grow the young destined to become saints and the saintliness within us.  May God bless us and keep us.  Amen.

Patrick Preheim, co-pastor Nutana Park Mennonite Church

Child Dedication 2019

Opening:

We give thanks to God for children

and entrust them to God’s loving care.

As families dedicate themselves and their children to God,

we welcome children to the church community

and commit to nurturing them as our own.

We ask for God’s blessing on these children,

their parents,

and this community

as we grow together in God’s love. 

Leader: Raising children is an act of faith in the God of Life, God the Creator, 

God the Mother and Father of us all.

We welcome Clementine and Arla warmly into this congregation.

Following Jesus’ example,

we bless you, Joel and Karen, Jared and Rachel,

and your children,

as you are already a blessing to us.

Questions addressed to the parents:

Leader: Do you commit to creating a loving home in which a relationship with God can take root and grow?

Parents: We do. 

Leader: Do you intend to teach your children, by word and example, what it means to live in Jesus’ Way of justice, peace, and compassion?

Parents: We do.

Leader:  Surrounded by God’s love, do you invite our community of faith to support you in caring for your children?

Parents: We do. 

Leader: Empowered by the Spirit, may we help your children learn the joys and challenges of discipleship and experience the depth of God’s love.

Blessing

[Leaders place hand on babies or hold babies, if willing!] ________, may God bless you and keep you, may the very face of God shine upon you and be gracious to you, may God’s presence embrace you and give you peace. [Present with certificate and book.]
Congregational response: 
Leader: You have offered Clementine and Arla to the strong and tender care of God.

People: We rejoice with you and give thanks for the gift of your child. 

With God as our guide, we will share in your child’s nurture and well-being.

We will support, by our example and words, your efforts to provide a loving and caring home where trust in God grows and Christ may be known.

Our prayers are with you and for you.

May our shared life and witness

help you grow as a family in faithfulness and joy.

Hymn - Lord, We Bring to You Our Children - StJ # 90 OR Child of Blessing, Child of Promise - HWB # 620

Benediction:

(HWB 770)
The blessing of the God of Sarah and Abraham,

The blessing of the Son, born of Mary,

The blessing of the Holy Spirit, who broods over us as a mother over her children,

Be with us all.

AMEN

OR

God our Mother, we ask you for strength and sustenance 

as we raise these children in the power of your love. 

God, our Father, we ask you for gentleness and patience 

as we wait in hope to see their lives unfold. 

God our Child, 

we ask for your presence and openness among us, 

reminding us to look for your face 

in the little ones entrusted to our care.

Amen.
� Adapted from a traditional Rabbinic story as cited on Noa Baum’s web site at “� HYPERLINK "http://noabaum.com/jewish-storytelling/" �noabaum.com/jewish-storytelling/�”.


� Robert Ellsberg, All Saints:  Daily Reflections on Saints, Prophets, and Witnesses For Our Time (The Crossroad Publishing Co, New York:  1997), p. 224


� e.g. 1st Cor 1:2, 2nd Cor 1:1, Eph 1:1, Php 1:1, Phm 1:7; consult a concordance for a complete list


� Hebrews chapter 11





