Joel 2:21-32



Pentecost Renewal


June 5, 2022 
Acts 2:1-4, 14, 17-18

Joel 2:21-32
Do not fear, O soil; be glad and rejoice, for the Lord has done great things!
Do not fear, you animals of the field, for the pastures of the wilderness are green;
the tree bears its fruit,
the fig tree and vine give their full yield.


O children of Zion, be glad and rejoice in the Lord your God; has God has

given the early rain for your vindication,
poured down for you abundant rain, the early and the later rain, as before.
The threshing-floors shall be full of grain, the vats shall overflow with wine and oil.


I will repay you for the years that the swarming locust has eaten,
the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter,
my great army, which I sent against you.


You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of the Lord your God,
who has dealt wondrously with you.
And my people shall never again be put to shame.  You shall know
that I am in the midst of Israel, and 
that I, the Lord, am your God and there is no other.
And my people shall never again be put to shame
Then afterwards I will pour out my spirit on all flesh;
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
your old shall dream dreams, and 
your young shall see visions.
Even on the male and female slaves, in those days, I will pour out my spirit.
I will show portents in the heavens and on the earth,
blood and fire and columns of smoke. 
The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to blood, 
before the great and terrible day of the Lord comes.
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved; for in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be those who escape, as the Lord has said, and among the survivors shall be those whom the Lord calls.
Acts 2:1-4, 14, 17-18

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability

Acts 2:14,17-18
Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:  “In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and 
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and
your young shall see visions, and 
your old shall dream dreams.
Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy.
Joel 2:21-32



Pentecost Renewal


June 5, 2022

Acts 2:1-4, 14, 17-18

As I looked at the Pentecost story in Acts this last week I was drawn to the book of Joel.  The Pentecost story of Acts chapter two cites a section of the prophet Joel that the Spirit would be outpoured, that there would be prophecies, that there would be dreams.  I always find it interesting when the New Testament quotes the Old.  I don’t really think we can rightly understand Pentecost without knowing Joel.  For me Pentecost in linked to Joel, so that is where we will start.

In the early portions of Joel, it is the destroying locusts, invading armies, and consuming fire which caught my attention (Joel 1:4-10; 1:19-20; 2:2-11).   Land, people, and animals are laid waste.  We have violence and fire in Acts 2:1-3, which is another compelling link with Joel.  In many ways, the plot line of early Joel and Acts 2:1-3 continue to this very day.
We know about armed invasions.  We know about occupations.  We know about fires and floods. We know about school shootings.  We know about the crushing effects of poverty.   We know the affliction of ailments and epidemics.  We know these things and it weighs us down.  
It must be recognized, however, that both the book of Joel and Acts 2 testify to God’s inbreaking presence in the midst of famine, fire and fights among ethnicities and families.  I have two contemporary readings which capture both the pain and promise of Pentecost.   I will begin with Jan Richardson’s poem “This Grace That Scorches Us” found in her book Circle of Grace.

“The Grace That Scorches Us”

Here’s one thing 

you must understand

about this blessing:

it is not for you alone

It is stubborn about this.

Do not even try

to lay hold of it 

if you are by yourself,

thinking you can carry it

on your own.
To bear this blessing,
you must first take yourself

to a place where everyone

does not look like you

or think like you,

a place where they do not

believe precisely as you believe,

where their thoughts 

and ideas and gestures

are not exact echoes 

of your own.

Bring your sorrow

Bring your grief.

Bring your fear.

Bring your weariness,

your pain,

your disgust at how broken 

the world is,

how fractured,

how fragmented

by its fighting,

its wars,

its hungers,

its penchant for power,

its ceaseless repetition 

of the history it refuses

to rise above.

I will not tell you

this blessing will fix all that.

But in the place

where you have gathered,

wait.

Watch.

Listen.

Lay aside your inability 

to be surprised,

your resistance to what you

do not understand.

See then whether this blessing

turns to flame on your tongue,

sets you to speaking,

what you cannot fathom

or opens your ear

to a language 

beyond your imagining,

that comes as a knowing

in your bones,

a clarity

in your heart

that tells you

this is the reason

we were made:

for this ache
that finally opens us,

for this struggle,

this grace

that scorches us

toward one another

and into

the blazing day.

The second quotation on Pentecost which I offer comes from Sacredise, which is a community committed to producing liturgy for progressive congregations:  
I get it. We're all tired and feeling stretched. So much grief. So much pain. So much stress. So much anxiety and fear for the future. How do we talk about living in God's [present & future] when that feels like the furthest thing from where we are?  How do we speak to our people about God's reign and about peace and justice and unity when our world is at war, our children are being killed in their schools, and the pandemic just won't let us go? We need inspiration. We need something that will strengthen us. We need to feel safe. And we don't really want to be challenged to do more or be more—even if it's for the sake of Christ.

       I really understand these feelings. I share them. And that's why I'm grateful for the season of Pentecost. It's a time when we remember that we don't have to do this alone. God has given us God's Spirit to inspire, empower, and sustain us in times just like this. And when we open to the Spirit, we discover that living in God's reign is the most peaceful, most encouraging, most strengthening thing we can do. When we find ways to connect with one another, and choose the way of Christ daily, that's when we learn that there is life even in the midst of death. That's when we discover how much we are able to support one another. And that's when we find that there really is strength in our weakness.
 

The service of Communion in which we will soon join acknowledges brokenness in our lives and world.  It acknowledges that God and the Spirit come to us amidst the brokenness to empower us in living the way of Jesus.  It acknowledges that we are together called to wait and listen and minister as God’s people.  Amen. 

Patrick Preheim, co-pastor Nutana Park Mennonite Church
Communion Service 
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Patrick: The ordinance of communion in which we participate symbolizes our unity in Christ.  It unites each of us in a common bond with other believers across the centuries and around the world.  In this ancient rite, just as many grains of wheat and many individual grapes come together to form one loaf and one cup, so too the people of God, coming from many places and backgrounds, are made into one church, the body of Christ.
Anita: And so we come on this great day of Pentecost to eat and drink at the table of our Lord who provides life in abundance.  This is the Lord’s table, not the Mennonite table, not even the church’s table so that all who believe and respond to the call of Jesus may come.
Patrick:  We join together in a prayer of confession.  Merciful God, we recognize that like the disciples before us and beside us that to often we have failed embrace your Spirit which tempers and purifies.  We confess that we have sinned in things we have done, things we have done, and things which have been done in our name.  We take a moment to reflect on these things and offer these to you.  [time of quiet reflection]
Anita:  We also recognize that your steadfast love exceeds our human frailty.  May we be conscious of your presence among us that we may eat and drink together in the knowledge that you redeem our lives from all that is destructive.   By the gift of your Spirit and the inspiration of the living Christ which our communion service celebrates, may you strengthen to us live most fully as your people.  Amen.
Patrick: In obedience to the invitation of Jesus we come to the table of our Lord with thanks and praise.  

       On the day of Pentecost the disciples gathered in one place and the Spirit anointed each of them.  Later that day 4000 were baptized.  These gathered for fellowship, for prayer, and for the breaking of bread (Acts 2:42).  As they broke bread they remembered Jesus.

       Who, on the night when he was betrayed, took a loaf of bread and when he had given thanks, broke it saying, “This is my body that is for you; do this in remembrance of me.”  
Anita: In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood.  Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.  For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Together:  (Raise the elements)  The gifts of God for the people of God!
Patrick: We offer thanks for the bread. As this broken bread scattered on the top of the mountains and gathered together became one, so let your Church be gathered together from the ends of the earth into your Kin_dom: for the glory and the power is yours through Jesus Christ forever.  Amen.

        This bread is the body of Christ. As you eat, remember him who said, “I am the Bread of Life.” Take and eat to life eternal.
Anita: We offer thanks for the wine. In this cup, grapes are now mixed with one another. They, being joined together, quench thirst and give joy. The cup of thanksgiving with which we give thanks, is it not the communion in the life of Christ?  May it be blessed so that we might taste God’s salvation, and one day drink the new wine in your kin_dom. Amen.
         This wine is life of Christ. As you drink, remember him who said, “whoever drinks of me shall never thirst again.”  Take then and drink to life eternal.
Patrick: We conclude our communion service with a prayer.  Thank you, gracious God, for the great gifts of bread and cup that call us to remember your mercy and forgiveness. May they strengthen us in service to you, your church, and our communities.  Unite us now to those with whom we worship today, our sister congregations in the Mennonite Church, the whole church of your Spirit around the world, and your people who are beyond the church.  Lead us into the path of Jesus who feeds us and loves us and never forgets us.  Hear us now as we pray as you taught your disciples to pray saying, “Our Father….”
Anita:   Please rise for the benediction and the sending hymn.
May God bless you and keep you.  May the very face of God shine upon you and be gracious to you.  May God’s presence embrace you and give you peace.   Amen

       Please turn to Hymn #375  “Joys are Flowing”
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