January 1, 2017
Remember the Future
1
We pause for prayer.  Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations...from everlasting to everlasting you are God.   Enable us to remember your goodness of the year past, meet you in this present moment, and join you in creating the future you would have.  Amen.

Yesterday Patty and I were in the Salem Mennonite Church (Tofield, Alberta) cemetery laying to rest her aunt Joyce Roth.  Exactly 25 years ago the family was there as well to bury her grandpa Joe Roth.  Also residing in that cemetery is her father, her grandma Roth, grandpa & grandma Stutzman, great uncles and aunts a plenty, and cousins beyond count.  In that cemetery it is not difficult to remember that God has been our dwelling place through the generations.


While tending to our family, many gathered here for a similar purpose of recognizing God’s walk with Evelyn Schellenberg.  The week before in this very space we did the same for Wally Nickel.  Both of these persons were founding parents of this congregation and were dearly loved by their families.  s I scanned the “In Memoriam” list from this past year I recognize that in this holiday season and new year many of us will be marking the anniversary of this loved one’s death or that dear relative’s passing.  And that is just from this past year, not including the deaths of significant souls from previous decades.  I do not think we ever “get over” the death of those close to us, but we do come to terms with the loss.  And rituals play an important role in that transition.  In the ritual of the funeral services we hear the ways that goodness, God I would say, has been made known through the words and actions of those who have died.  We also recall that God labours to redeem us even when we are not our best selves.  In these religious rituals which have been honed through the centuries it is not difficult to remember that God has been our dwelling place through the generations.
These services, though, are not intended to leave us in the past.  The intention of remembering the grace of the past day, the past year, the past life is in order to bring alive that grace in this very moment.   Strengthened by this memory it is expected that we might go into the future to live well.  I wonder if this is not the purpose of all  rituals in the Christian tradition.  It certainly seems to be the case with communion.

In the ordinance of communion we are invited to remember the past, present, and future.  Paul uses the term “remember” twice in his institution of the Lord’s Supper found in 1st Corinthians (11:23-25).  In Paul, Christ clarifies that this meal is one of remembering.  Remembering what, though?

Remembering that God remembers to start with.  A Jewish understanding of the Passover meal, and Paul was thoroughly Jewish, entailed the community gathering together to remember God’s deliverance from Egypt.  The first task of the faith community is to remember that God has remembered her people.  
 A twist on this theme is that the mystical Christ instructed Paul that this meal is to remember Jesus—“do this in remembrance of me”, Jesus says.  In the same way that the Jewish people were called to remember the Good Shepherd of Psalm 23—the Lord who walked with them in green pastures and offered hospitality in the presence of enemies—the Christian community is invited to consider the ways Jesus has been the Good Shepherd—the Good Shepherd who has shown us the way, who has become the way along still waters and through the valley of the shadow of death.  A way that brings meaning to our living and dying.   

Remembering the Risen Christ of the past, though, is not the fullness of memory.  In Paul’s understanding the bread and cup remind us Christ is here this very moment, not just in the past.   His spirit abides with us still.  Paul clarified that Jesus Christ is present at this table as we participate in the symbolic supper.
   
Given Christ’s presence at the table, it irked him that people came together remembering Jesus without a heartfelt desire to honour the teaching of Jesus or imitate him.  In Paul’s mind sitting down at the table with Jesus as host entails a willingness to follow after the host.  We sing songs like “Be present at our table Lord (#457 HWB) and then at the coffee table or supper table say terrible things about employees, employers, or co-workers. We sing a song like “God is here among us” (#16 HWB) and then fail to value our own worth—that God has chosen to be with us.
Sadly, too often we do not think of Jesus being alongside us in our daily commute, in our night time waking, in our struggles, in our dying, in our grieving of death or at our communion services.  To remember Jesus is to remember that he is present to nourish us even as vines nourish the branches (John 15:3).  A hymn which gets at the transformative power of Christ’s spirit among us is #356, “Breathe on me breath of God”.   Let us take a moment to conscientiously breath in God’s presence among us as we join in song:  #356 HWB.
Hymn:  #356 “Breathe on me breath of God”
These memories, recognitions, of Christ’s presence with us past and present propel us into the future.  The trajectory Jesus’ analogy of branches abiding in the vine is that may bear fruit, much fruit in fact.  While Psalm 90 begins by recognizing God’s activity in the past it concludes with prayers that God’s favour will be known in the future (see vv 16-17). In his own way Paul echoes this sentiment insisting that that Jesus Christ has changed the future for those who walk with him.  Remember the future!  Christ is alive and has gone before us
 to show us the way through our brokenness, though our suffering, through death.  Christ has gone before us to prepare the spaces where the wounded will be restored and the lost reclaimed.  
Remember the future!  God in Christ has claimed us and our world as his own.  Remembering the future we recall that there is nothing that can separate us from God’s love.
  Remember the future!  Death is merely the gateway to the life beyond this life, so grieve the losses which have come and may come, but not as people without hope (1st Thessalonians 4:13).  
We have been given this table and this ritual of thanksgiving so that we might remember:  remember God’s deliverances in the past, remember Christ’s presence here and now, remember the Spirit which will greet us every day of this new year come what may.   As we partake in this ritual of the church on this first day of the new year let us remember God’s saving grace in past years, the restoring presence of Christ as he hosts this celebration, and the sustaining essence of the Spirit which awaits us in the year ahead.  Amen.
Patrick Preheim, co-pastor Nutana Park Mennonite Church

Communion for New Year’s Day  (Jan 1, 2017)
(Patrick)  The writer of Hebrews proclaims that “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever” (13:8).   So let us come to the Lord’s Table reflective of Christ’s presence among us this past year.  Let us come to the Table grateful of his desire to commune with us this and every day.  Let us come to the Table mindful the Risen Christ desires to companion us through 2017 and all it will bring.   All who feel drawn to communion this day are welcome to receive, for this is Lord’s table—not the Mennonite table or even the church’s table.
(Suanne)   We join together in a prayer of preparation:

Keeper of our days,
      we are grateful for the ways you have been revealed to us in the past:

through the love of community – gathered here and beyond;

through nature and the beauty each season brings;

through a shared hope ignited within us that does not flicker or fade.
Confident of your love, we bring our whole selves into your presence:

our achievements and our failures,


our proud moments and our hidden shame,

our undying dreams and our detached resolve.

At this gracious table we come to meet you: 


in bread made of common wheat, broken and shared,

and made whole again


in fruit made of common grapes, crushed and blended



and made into one.

Spirit of All Life,


move among this bread and this cup


and make us mindful of our oneness with all creation


so this meal of simple substance 


may become a true communion 


with the One who makes every tomorrow possible.


In Christ’s name we pray.  Amen.

Patrick:   In this ancient rite, just as many grains of wheat and many individual grapes come together to form one loaf and one cup, so too the people of God, coming from many places and backgrounds, are made into one church, the body of Christ.

Susanne: For we received from the Lord what we hand on to you, that on the night Jesus offered himself for his friends he took a loaf of bread.   After he had given thanks he broke it saying, “this is my body that is for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.”   So we give thanks for the bread: 

As this broken bread was scattered on the top of the mountains and gathered together to become one, so let your Church be gathered together from the ends of the earth into your Kingdom: for the glory and the power is yours through Jesus Christ forever.  Amen   (Didache 9.4)
Patrick: In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood.  Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s life, death, and resurrection. until he comes.”  So we give thanks for the cup.
God of eternal presence, your faithfulness roots our lives, holding us with patience and grace.  From you springs water of life which gives growth to the seeds of hope you form within us.   Abiding in you we are nourished to bear good fruit.  May your Spirit sustain us with this cup, quenching the thirsts of body, mind, heart, and soul.  May the abundance of Christ’s cup fill us to overflowing and spill into the world as we live your peace.  Amen.

(Susanne)  At this time we invite forward those who wish to receive the bread and cup to do so.  We will offer words of blessing to you as you take the bread, dip it in the cup, and partake.   The bread in the center bowl is gluten free and the cup contains grape juice.  If mobility is an issue we will bring the Communion elements to you after people have finished coming forward.   The Lord invites you to his table.
The Bread of Life for you

The Cup of Salvation for you
Patrick:  Have all been served?  We conclude our service of communion with prayer:
     God who gives meaning to our souls, you offer us the elements of life.  We give you thanks for the great gifts of grain and vine that call us to remember your goodness, mercy, and your invitation to join you on the path of peace.  So we pray for ourselves and for those dear to us [open prayers.]  Lord, in your mercy.....  hear our prayer.
     In Jesus you have come to nourish all peoples and shape us into people of reconciliation, so we pray for those whose lives are entwined most intimately with ours.   We remember those suffering in body, mind, or soul.  We pray for our church communities and for our neighbors.  We hold the Schellenberg, Riekman, and Warkentin families in your light as they mourn the death of loved ones.  We pray for Gordon as he awaits healing in his bones and Jim as he continues his recovery of health.  We lift before the faces and names of others near us in need of hope and healing. [open prayers]  Lord, in your mercy.....  hear our prayer.
     Your eyes keep watch over the nations.  We pray for the world and for all who are ensnared in greed, violence, and oppression.  We pray for the church in all places, that your people might be a witness to righteousness and justice [open prayers.]  Lord, in your mercy.....  hear our prayer.
     We offer you other concerns we carry in our hearts.  [open prayers.]    Lord, in your mercy.....  hear our prayer.
          Wondrous God,
          you raised Jesus from death to life so that 
          we might be delivered from fear to faith.
          As we enter this new year, grant us trust in

          your saving power, that we might know your

          restoring touch this day and in the days before us,
          through Jesus the Savior, who taught us to pray.
         Our father, who art…
[Lord’s Prayer]

(Susanne )Benediction:  Please rise for the benediction and remain standing for the sending hymn.  Now, O God, you send us into the world in peace. Grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart, through Christ our Lord.  Amen.
  
Hymn:  #299 HWB “New earth, heavens new”
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