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Last Sunday the “Baptism of Jesus” was the theme in congregations which follow the Revised Common Lectionary.  I am pretty sure that a fair number of Anglican parents, Lutheran parents, Catholic parents, Reformed parents brought their children forward for baptism that day.  Or so was my experience early one January a few years back while visiting an Anglican congregation located in California.  In our tradition we dedicate children into God’s care while we as parents and congregation commit ourselves to care for them the best we can.   As I participated in that Anglican worship I thought to myself, “this isn’t all that different than our child dedication services”.

Prior to the baptisms the priest offered a short homily.  Earlier that week in the hills above Pasadena two single track bikers had an encounter with a mountain lion.  It is a situation not uncommon when humans push development into wildlife habitat.  These two bikers were doing their thing up on the hills when the chain of one bike came off.  That biker stopped to fix the problem while the other scouted the trail further up.

When meeting a large cat or black bear, the rangers say, a person should make yourself as large as possible; even going so far as putting arms into the air to appear larger than real.  Apparently these two species are less inclined to go after big creatures; lions and pumas, in particular, prefer snacking on rabbits or other small mammals.  While crouching near the ground to reassemble the chain, the mountain biker to the lion looked like a small mammal—something along the lines of lunch.  And so the lion leapt and sunk teeth into the bike helmet, and began dragging the mountain biker away head first.  As a side note, if you ever needed rational for wearing a bike helmet this story testifies to the protective power of good head gear.

At this point the second biker came back from further up the trail, jumped off her bike and grabbed the feet of her biking mate.  A tug of war between the second biker and the mountain lion was on with the first biker being the rope.  The big cat had a low center of gravity, claws, and a desperation born of hunger.  The second biker had a commitment, a devotion, a love to her partner that would not allow her to let go.  Her passion won out over the mountain lion.

The priest reflected, when we commit ourselves to journey with these little ones we do not know where the trails of life will lead.  We can not know, probably should not know, the perils which await the little ones we love.  We will not be able to protect those we care about from all the “dangers, toils, and snares” (“Amazing Grace” v.3) of this world.  In a service of baptism or dedication, we are declaring that Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd, will make every effort to guide these little ones on paths of righteousness and will lay down his life for them when the lions of life come prowling.   In this service of dedication we as   family, and family of faith, are declaring that will not willing give our children up to those things which seek to prey upon them.  We will do our best to model the spirituality and service befitting the name Christian.  We will pray for them.  We will keep the door open if they choose to leave for a while.  We will do this because it has been done for us by those who have cared for us, and because God in Christ has done this for each of us.

And we can give thanks that if, or when, we lose sight of our children on the trails of life that they are not alone.  In our service of dedication we remind ourselves that they are God’s children and God will go with them places we can not.  These are good things to remember.    Amen.

Patrick Preheim, co-pastor Nutana Park Mennonite Church

Benediction
Our final hymn is #433.  Please rise for the benediction and the sending hymn.  May the blessing of the Lord’s steadfast love, which is from everlasting to everlasting, be upon as we leave this hour of worship.  May we go in the strength and knowledge that God’s righteousness extends to our children and our children’s children.  Amen.

#433 HWB  “Go, my children

Patrick:
For a very long time the people of God have been offering their children for dedication.  Several prominent examples of this include the response of Samson’s parents when hope of children seemed impossible (Judges ch 13).  Hannah offered baby Samuel for dedication in the presence of God and the community (1st Sam 1:21-28).  The parents of Jesus brought him to the temple to offer a sacrifice “according to what is stated in the” Torah (Luke 2:24).  Jesus welcomed children into his midst to bless them (Mark 10:13-16).  Jesus told us that welcoming a child is tantamount to welcoming him (Matt 18:4-5; Mark 9:37).  So, we join in the long tradition of our spiritual ancestors in honouring the gift of children to our families and faith community.  Let us join together in our N.T. scripture reading from Mark--  #839 HWB
Scripture:  HWB #839

Invite parents to share

Children’s Time  (Sarah)

Questions of dedication
Patrick:  Michelle & Dan, Marie & Brent do you recognize your child as a gift of God?  If so, answer we do.  (We do)

Sarah:  Michelle & Dan, Marie & Brent, as parents we ask if you will seek to create in your home an atmosphere of love, acceptance, and trust of God? Do you also intend to point your children to the love and way of Jesus Christ? If so, say we will.  (We will)
Patrick:  Will you support your child to the vocation God has in mind for him, nurturing his calling and encouraging him? If so, say we will.  (We will)
 Ben Peter- Brent and Marie Guenther  (Sarah)

Charlie Dean - Michelle and Dan Roth  (Patrick)

"May the love of God, the gracious spirit of Christ and the fellowship of God’s people bless your life!"
Congregational Response         

You have offered your children to the strong and tender care of God, our Shepherd and Friend.  We have heard your intentions to parent your children well.  We, too, commit ourselves to care for their wellbeing.  May our life together provide a witness and way to deeper life for your children and all the children of our congregation. 

Hymn:  "Lord, we bring to you our children"           STJ No. 90
