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Bringing our Children: A lifelong journey with God

We want what is best for the children. Whether we are parents, grandparents, aunts or uncles we see these little ones before us today and our hearts are warmed.  We treasure the children that are a part of this congregation, those who come forward during the time with the children: those who sit in this corner some Sundays creating works of art and faith and others who stay in the pews; all participating in the experience of worship together.  We want what is best for these young lives.  But do we know what that is? What is best for the children?
It all begins with what we as adults want for them.  Today Davis and Finnegan’s parents bring their baby sons before us as a community, to bless and to love.  They bring their little ones before God with the desire to welcome and celebrate God’s nearness in their children’s lives. These babies have so much living ahead of them and we wonder how they will grow up and what they will become.  The children all around us are at the beginning of their lifelong journeys of faith. How will it go for them?  Do we dare say that we know what is best for them?
Well, we hope to raise our children to be connected: to family, to God and to community. We do not wish to see the little ones grow up isolated or alone. In Deuteronomy the teaching of Moses clarifies for Israel what is best for children in order that they grow up connected to God.  “Parents! Keep the commandments, recite them to your children, talk about them and keep the commandments physically close. So, bind them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem on your forehead and write them on the doorposts of your house.”  In other words, keep visible reminders of God’s way in front of you at all times. 
And that is what the Jewish faithful did; they wore phylacteries around their wrists and on their foreheads and placed mezuzahs on their door frames – very tangible reminders of God’s commandments. Phylacteries are small leather boxes attached to cords that are tied to the arm and to the forehead during daily prayers.  Inside the little boxes are small scrolls that have scripture written on them including the text from Deuteronomy that we read this morning. I showed the children the mezuzah, also containing the same scripture from Deuteronomy that begins: “Hear O Israel the LORD is our God, the LORD alone.” This mezuzah, attached to a door frame of the house is another physical way of remembering God’s desire for the people. In keeping God’s commandments Israel’s children were taught the best things of life.
What do we say today about the best things in life?  We desire for our children to have enough money to live without worry.  We want our children to have a good education, find good jobs, cultivate good relationships, possibly find loving partners and maybe raise children.  We know what we want for our children down the road. But what is the most basic to our desires for the children? Money, a great job and a big house are not going to make our children fulfilled. Rather, it will be the relationship connections that we have spoken of this morning.  As adults we want the children to know what it is to love and to be loved; by God, by a partner maybe and by family. Love is what we desire for our children – all the children here – these young ones who have so much to learn. Because we also know that as adults and some of us very mature adults, we are still learning about the ways of love and the ways of God.
The Psalmist declares a deep desire for God to continue to teach so that understanding will be achieved, to lead and guide, to assure and to protect.  In all of this the author of such beautiful biblical poetry expresses delight in God, yearning for further understanding and confidence in Divine Goodness. This is how we too want to live and this is what we want to teach the children. As a congregation we are committed to showing the way, to reminding each other of what is important and then to live it!  And what of the world’s children - many of whom do not have the safety of home, the security of two parents, food enough to eat and those good jobs and education that we assume to be available for our children? What of the world’s children?
As the landscape continues to shift before us we must rely on the heart of things to guide the way.  Doctrines come and go. Leadership changes. Cultural norms shift. Globalization is real and intercultural life the norm. The definition of family includes more configurations these days. Religious pluralism is common. Staying connected to God, to our loved ones and to community will be the strength from which we navigate our wild and wonderful world. Staying connected to God and working together as a community will be essential in meeting the needs of the world. God’s heart will show us the way to living together and working toward that peaceable kingdom in which all the world’s people, those whom God has created, will have enough.  Our children need to learn this. We must be the teachers. God watches over us.
Lisa and Andrew, Sarah and Mackenzie have brought their little ones this morning.  They have expressed the desire for their children to be surrounded by our love and by God’s love.  Finn and Davis are at the very beginning of their lifelong journeys.  We stand with them at this point in time committed to teaching and learning together.  And we do this with delight. “The LORD is our God, the LORD alone. We shall love the LORD our God with all our heart and with all our soul and with all our might.”  AMEN
