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ORGANIZATION 
 

NUTANA PARK MENNONITE CHURCH 
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

MARCH 24, 2024 
 

The Nutana Park Mennonite Church congregation meets annually to consider the work of this church.  
Please plan to attend and share your wisdom and insights on how best we can fulfill the mission of 
the church. Everyone is welcome to attend regardless of their membership status, but only members 
vote. 

A G E N D A 
 
Nutana Park Mennonite Church 
Annual General Meeting 
March 26, 2023 
 
1/. Welcome - Bob Neufeldt 
 
2/. Opening Devotional - Luke Bushman 
 
3/. Adoption of Agenda 
 
4/. Approval of the AGM minutes of March 2023 
 
5/. Report Summary 
  
 5.1/  Chairperson Report - Bob Neufeldt 
 5.2/ Deacon and Committee Reports 
 
6/ Report from the Treasurer - Jeff Olfert 
  
 6.1/  Approval of the Virtus Group Reviewed 2023 Financial Statements 
 6.2/  Presentation and approval of the 2024 budget 
 6.3/   Appointment of an accountant for a review engagement for 2024 
 
7/. Presentation and proposed motion to proceed with one primary pastor 
 
8/. Update on our continued Partnership with Tiefengrund Rosenort Mennonite Church 
 
9/. Nominations Committee - Alison Jantz 
  
 9.1/  2024 - 2026 Board of Deacons elections 
 
10/. New Business 
 
11/. Closing - Patrick Preheim 
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                                                              Mission Statement 
  
The mission of Nutana Park Mennonite Church is to be a biblically-based community for 
  - redemptive nurture 
  - worship 
  - invitation to faith 
  - prayer 
  - education 
  - outreach and service in the context of the global church. 
 
 
                                  Statement of Faith 
 
We believe in God 
 in the Father, holy and ever-loving,  
in Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son and Saviour of the world, 
 and in the Holy Spirit, divine power in us for prayer and service. 
 
We believe 
 that God created the universe and pronounced it good, 
 that humanity sins and breaks faith with God 
 that God offers salvation from sin 
 and a new way of life to all people. 
 
We believe 
 that the faithful church remains under the authority of the scriptures 
  as the new community of disciples, the Body of Christ, 
  sent into the world to nurture faith and to proclaim the reign of God, 
that the church is called to become ever more like Christ 
 in its worship, witness, mutual love, care, and the ordering of its common life. 
 
We believe 
 that baptism of believers with water is a sign of new life and forgiveness 
  through Jesus Christ 
 that the bread and wine of communion are signs of the gift of the new 
  covenant which Jesus established by his death and resurrection. 
 
We believe that following Jesus involves 
 preaching the good news of salvation 
 giving full allegiance to Christ 
 making peace in every aspect of life 
 doing justice and showing compassion 
 practising stewardship 
  of money and possessions 
  of time and talents 
  of the earth and its resources 
  of a day of holy rest. 
 
We believe 
 that God acts in all of the universe in wisdom, patience, and justice. 
 
We look forward to the coming of a new heaven and a new earth,  
 and seek to live according to the model of the future reign of God. 
 
This is our hope. 
This is our faith. 
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Minutes from the Annual Meeting 
 

Nutana Park Mennonite Church 
Annual General Meeting - In-person and Video Conference 
March 26, 2023 - 1:30 p.m. 
Draft Minutes 
 
A quorum was present.  
Chair: Bob Neufeldt  
 
1.  Welcome 
  - Bob welcomed everyone to the meeting, including those joining from home.  
 
2.  Opening Devotional - Luke Bushman  
- Luke read and shared a reflection on Acts 6:1-7.  
 
3.  Adoption of the Agenda  
 
Motion to adopt the Agenda as presented. Moved by Lori Weiler-Thiessen, seconded by 
Geraldine Balzer. Carried.  
 
4.  Approval of the AGM Minutes of March 20, 2022  
 
Motion to approve the AGM Minutes of March 20, 2022. Moved by Duff Warkentin, seconded 
by Renata Klassen. Carried.  
 
5.  Report Summary:  
5.1 Chairperson Report - Bob Neufeldt  
Bob provided his report in the Annual Report and highlighted the following:  
-     Bob acknowledged the role our church plays in establishing a faith foundation  
      for our members. He acknowledged all the active roles that members of our  
      church serve within our congregation to ensure our programs succeed and  
       thrive.  
-     Bob highlighted several of the active roles our members play in programs              
      outside of our church.  
-       Bob thanked Patrick Preheim, Susanne Guenther Loewen and Luke Bushman  
         for their continued leadership which challenges us and renews our faith.  
-        Bob shared his gratitude to Gwen Laughlin for her continued efforts to support  
         our church programs and operations.  
-        Bob thanked Don Froese for going the extra mile each week to ensure our  
         church space is clean and running smoothly.  
 
5.2  Deacons and Committee Reports  
Opportunity to address questions:  
 
- Chair Report: no questions submitted  
- Deacon and Committee Reports:  
- Edna Froese highlighted the Adult Education report and added the acknowledgement of  
Paul Schroeder who has served on the committee for several years. She shared her  
appreciation for his contribution. Edna also acknowledged Valerie Epp for her years of  
service. She also thanked Susanne Guenther Loewen, Lori Weiler-Thiessen and Rachel  
Regier for serving on the committee.  
 
- Denelda Fast shared a correction on her Church Life report under ‘Missions and Service’.  
The Easter Paska Experiment was held in 2021, not 2020.  
 
- Pastors Report: no questions submitted  
 
6. Report from the Treasurer - Jeff Olfert  
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- The budgeted donations for 2022 were our highest in recent years. Thanks to the generosity of our 
constituents we were successful in meeting our budget.  
- Our expenses came in very close to budget which netted us a surplus of $35,000 for 2022.  
- Jeff highlighted that the proposed budget and audited financial statements are available on the 
NPMC website.  
- Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC) has indicated that sponsoring groups, such 
as our church, need to secure a minimum of $60,000 in order to financially support a family (similar in 
size to our refugee family) for one year. We have currently raised $60,500. Jeff reminded the 
congregation that we have a commitment for a 1 year time period and that while $60,000 is a 
minimum, we will in all likelihood have sufficient funds.  
 
- Jeff highlighted the roof finances as follows:  

Total cost $271,566  
Funded by capital reserve $115,284  
Funded by donations $85,544  
Applied from 2021 surplus $36,889  
- This left an unfunded balance of $33,858 as of December 31, 2022. We have applied an  

     additional payment of $21,000 from the 2022 surplus.  
- Denelda shared that $13,000 from the Christmas Banquet went towards the roof. This  

   amount is included in the donations.  
- This leaves a current unfunded balance of $11,858 for the roof.  

 
- Question from Ernie Epp - While Ernie indicated he could not recall the exact amount, he believed 
that our 2023 budget was $100,000 less than the 2022 budget. Ernie asked Jeff to comment on this. 
Jeff responded that last year's budget allowed for a significant surplus and took into consideration 
extra expenses related to the roof project. The proposed budget for 2023 is a balanced budget and is 
slightly lower as it is anticipated that expenses will be less.  
- Jeff added that the proposed budget for 2023 is a balanced budget.  
- Jeff highlighted that there is no longer a requirement for a non profit to have an audit. He proposes 
a review engagement going forward.  
 
- Question from Ernie Epp - Ernie brought forward a concern that we do not take offerings on a 
Sunday morning. He wonders if there are missed opportunities for contributions. Jeff responded that 
there has been a hesitancy to ‘pass the plate’ since Covid protocols began. Over 50% of our 
contributions happen electronically. We will continue to remind folks that there is adequate 
opportunity to donate in person. There is a collection plate available for donations as folks exit the 
sanctuary. Patrick added that the Worship Committee continues to discern about this topic, and that 
they will discuss it at their next meeting.  
 
Motion to approve the 2022 Audited Financial Statement as presented. Moved by Jeff Olfert, 
seconded by Gordon Peters. Carried.  
 
Motion to approve the proposed 2023 budget as presented. Moved by Jeff Olfert, seconded by 
Susan Ens Funk. Carried.  
 
Motion for the finance committee to appoint Virtus Group LLP to conduct a financial review 
subsequent to the completion of our 2023 fiscal year. Moved by Jeff Olfert, seconded by 
Denelda Fast. Carried.  
 
7.  Presentation and proposed motion to change bylaws pertaining to Associate 
Membership - Bob Neufeldt  
 
- Bob highlighted the following information regarding the proposed bylaw change:  
- Luke is currently a pastor at Osler Mennonite Church and a member of Osler Mennonite  
Church. For Luke to be a member of our pastoral team he also needs to be a member of our  
church. Our current bylaws allow for persons to be members of more than one church  
through bylaw 22: Associate Membership. This section of our bylaws does not reflect its  
current use as people who are currently considered associate members did so with the intent  
of attaining dual membership.  
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- Section 22 (3) states: “that their associate membership shall terminate automatically at the  
end of the period of the person’s temporary residence in the Saskatoon area.” People who  
are currently associate members and those who have been associate members in the past  
have done so for varied reasons. Some have wanted to retain membership in the church  
where they grew up while being an active member in NPMC and other couples have wanted  
to retain membership in one of the spouse’s churches as well as NPMC. Their wish has been  
to be considered full and ongoing members of more than one church.  
 
Motion that Section 22 of our bylaws be changed from Associate Members to Dual  
Members with subsequent provisions as presented to members in an email on March  
7th, 2023. Moved by Jeff Olfert, seconded by Lori Weiler-Thiessen. Carried.  
 
Motion that all current Associate Members of NPMC be considered Dual Members. Moved By 
Jake Ens, seconded by Brent Guenther. Carried.  
 
- Marlene Froese asked if members can live anywhere and continue to have membership of the 
church. Bob responded that members can continue their membership from wherever they reside.  
- Susan Ens Funk asked for clarification that dual membership means “two”. Bob clarified that dual 
indeed means no more than two.  
- No further questions were brought forward.  
 
8.  Presentation and proposed motion to call Luke Bushman as Pastor of Children and 
Youth:  
 
- Bob highlighted the process of Luke Bushman being secured as a Children and Youth Program 
Leader for our church, with his duties commencing on November 1, 2022. Luke has been well 
received by our children, youth and families.  
- Bob shared the recommendation from the Board of Deacons with the support of Patrick and 
Susanne that Luke be called to serve as ‘Pastor of Children and Youth’ for the following reasons:  
- It highlights the importance of providing leadership to our children and youth ministry.  
- Luke is currently in a pastoral role at Osler Mennonite Church and this demonstrates an equal 
partnership for his dual role with our churches.  
- Luke’s education, experience and qualifications lend themselves to consider him a ‘pastor’.  
- Luke delivered a sermon to our congregation. This change in title could encourage an expanded 
role for Luke.  
- Calling Luke ‘pastor’ reflects his role as a true part of the pastoral team.  
- Bob noted that the title change would not alter our current employment agreement with Luke with 
respect to salary and benefits.  
 
Motion for Luke Bushman to be called as ‘Pastor of Children and Youth’. Moved by Lori 
Weiler-Thiessen, seconded by Nicole Tiessen. Carried.  
 
9.  Update on our pastoral partnership with Tiefengrund Rosenort Mennonite Church - 
Bob Neufeldt  
- Our board recently passed a motion that we continue our partnership with Tiefengrund  
Rosenort Mennonite Church that calls for Patrick Preheim to serve Tiefengrund at .2 FTE and  
NPMC at .8 FTE.  
- The board feels that this partnership continues to benefit this rural congregation while maintaining 
our programs. Bob recently met with one of the Co-Chairs of TRMC who confirmed how pleased they 
are with this partnership and Patrick’s ongoing support of their church family.  
- Bob asked if there were any further questions about our partnership with Tiefengrund Rosenort 
Mennonite Church. No further questions.  
 
10.  Nominations Committee - Anita Retzlaff  
- Bob called on Anita Retzlaff to speak on behalf of the nominations committee.  
- Bob asked for any nominations from the floor for the following positions: Buildings and Grounds, 
Secretary, Caring and Visitation, and Bookkeeper. No nominations were brought forward.  
- The following deacons are ending a two year term:  
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- Macaila Funk has agreed to let her name stand for Secretary  
- Zachary Janzen has agreed to let his name stand for Buildings and Grounds  
- Carmen Epp is stepping down from the board  
- Hedie Borne is stepping down from the board  

- Anita acknowledged the work of our current Board of Deacons:  
- Bob Neufeldt: Chair  
- George Enns: Vice Chair  
- Jeff Olfert: Treasurer  
- Carmen Epp: Bookkeeper  
- Denelda Fast: Church Life  
- Nicole Tiessen: Music  
- Lori Weiler-Thiessen: Education  
- Don Klaassen: Worship  
- Zachary Janzen: Building and Grounds  
- Macaila Funk: Secretary  

- Anita thanked Hedie for the support and leadership she provided with her committee through visits, 
cards and phone calls.  
- Anita thanked Carmen for her many years of service as Bookkeeper. She shared gratitude for the 
many and varied tasks that Carmen performed. Carmen demonstrated a phenomenal commitment to 
our church and that is appreciated.  
- The slate of nominees for a two year term commencing July 1, 2023 is as follows:  

- Macaila Funk: Secretary  
- Zachary Janzen: Buildings and Grounds  
- Gordon Peters: Bookkeeper  
- Valerie Epp: Caring and Visitation  

- Second call for nominations from the floor. No nominations were brought forward.  
- Anita thanked the nominations committee for reaching out to many people to secure a list of 
persons to let their names stand as a nominee for the board. The committee consists of: George 
Enns, Jake Ens, Trudy Reese, Gordon Peters and Anita Retzlaff.  
- Third call for nominations from the floor. No nominations were brought forward.  
 
Motion to accept the slate of nominations as presented in their various roles as described above, for 
a 2 year term commencing July 1, 2023. Moved by Anita Retzlaff, seconded by James Ens Funk. 
Carried.  
 
- Anita thanked the board members for their leadership on the board, as well as welcomed the new 
members.  
 
11.  New Business  
- Denelda Fast thanked Bob for everything that he does for the church community.  
 
There were no further questions that entered into the chat function or in-person space of the meeting.  
 
12.  Closing - Patrick Preheim  
- Patrick closed in prayer.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:17 p.m. by Bob Neufeldt.  
Minutes recorded by Macaila Funk 
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CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 
 
John 13:34-35 
 
But I am giving you a new command.  You must love each other, just as I have loved you.  If you love 
each other, everyone will know that you are my disciples. 
 
This past year has been another thoughtful, meaningful, challenging and supportive year in the life of 
the Nutana Park Mennonite Church family.  We have moved beyond a pandemic world and returned 
to the many traditions and programs that give us the opportunity to gather, to be challenged 
spiritually, cognitively and emotionally and to worship together, eat together, sing together, study 
together, support each other, reach out to the broader community and love one another.  
 
At our monthly board meetings, I am humbled each time I hear the reports of all of our deacons.  
These reports demonstrate the vitality, the energy and the commitment of our deacons and members 
of our church family.  All of us come together each week, each month to respond to the needs of our 
members and reach out to the broader community.   
 
I am impressed by the many and varied programs and gatherings that respond to the range of people 
that make up our church family.  From the women’s and men’s bible studies, to the “Kid’s Club and 
Choir”, to our Sunday School Programs, to adult choir, to our potlucks… we come together in many 
and varied ways to support each other and to build community.  One of the comments from our 
recent survey resonated with me.  It spoke of the many meaningful and supportive conversations that 
take place in our church foyer after every Sunday service.   We are indeed a supportive community, a 
supportive church family. 
 
We have benefited in so many ways from our Pastoral leadership over these last many years.  We 
have appreciated the leadership of Susanne and Patrick as they have coordinated their efforts to 
challenge and renew us with their sermons, their outreach to many through ongoing visits and their 
contribution to the ongoing programming of our church.  We have assumed that our pastoral team 
would continue for years to come but now know, upon receipt of Susanne’s resignation, that this will 
soon end. We will miss Susanne and are grateful for all she has done to enrich the lives of our 
congregants, but we are very respectful of her decision to move on to new challenges and 
opportunities.   Susanne’s decision to leave her role as Co-Pastor has provided an opportunity for us 
to reassess what we want from our church, what we value and what we can afford.  While we 
continue as a thriving, active, supportive church community we, like many churches, do not have the 
membership nor the attendance that we had 15 years ago.  Through our discussions, however, we 
have reinforced the value we all place on our church and know that even though we are smaller, we 
are thriving.  As you are aware, we have not established a pastoral search committee but are 
proceeding, at least in the short term, with one primary pastor.  I am impressed with how many 
people have “stepped up” to fill in some of the gaps that will be left with Susanne’s departure.  Many 
people have volunteered to prepare and present sermons and others have agreed to assist in many 
other ways.  We all care about and want our church to thrive and we will. 
 
We have so many to thank for their contribution to the life of our church in the last year.  As stated, 
we are thankful for our Pastoral Team, Patrick, Susanne and Luke.  Luke has been with us for over a 
year and has made a significant contribution to our children, our youth and the rest of us.  We are 
pleased he will be continuing in this role.  We are thankful for Gwen Laughlin and all she does each 
week to manage our church office and attend to the many administrative tasks that keep our church 
functioning.  We are thankful for Don Froese; for his efforts to ensure our church building is 
maintained and prepared for all of our weekly activities.   
 
And finally, we are thankful for all of us that come together each week, each month to support each 
other. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Bob Neufeldt 

Chairperson, NPMC Board of Deacons 
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                                        S P I R I T U A L   M I N I S T R Y 
 

NPMC PASTORAL STAFF 
 

 
In many ways 2023 was a year much like other years. Men’s study group and men’s breakfast 
continued and I sought to facilitate these gatherings.  I was able to be part of several weddings, a 
number of funerals, child dedications.  Sunday worship had its fair share of preparations.  A whole 
host of people offered their time to make these events meaningful for those in the worship space and 
those benefitting from livestream.  Alongside these celebrations in the life of the church, there is the 
reality that we are all a year older.  The ebbing and flow of life treats some kinder than others, and 
staff has sought to be present in a pastoral care capacity as well as in worship, study groups, and 
family celebrations.   
 
In many ways 2023 was a year unlike other years.  Susanne’s resignation caught many of us by 
surprise.  With awareness of that pending transition my thoughts shifted to brainstorming ways in 
which we might create space for Susanne to say goodbye well, for the congregation to bless her on 
her way, and for congregational discernment on next steps.  Again, I have been amazed and 
humbled by the willingness of people to give a new structure (which is actually an old structure) a 
chance.  At this point we have said we will need to revisit how things are going in a few months time.  
I guess we will know more then how the congregation, and Patrick, are doing. 
 
The congregational partnership with Tiefengrund Rosenort Mennonite Church continued in 2023. I 
feel as if I have been able to balance my pastoral time commitments for both congregations.  I am 
grateful for the urban and rural partnership that has evolved and I sense it is serving both our 
churches well.  We will see, though, how our new form of community life at NPMC unfolds. 
 
I am grateful to the Church Board, other congregational volunteers, my fellow staff members 
(Susanne, Luke, Gwen, Don), and others of our community who have made the Nutana Park 
Mennonite ministry operational and relevant this past year.  A pastoral role is vibrant only in so far as 
there are people interested and committed to the cause.   Gwen, Don, Luke and I are the current staff 
who will offer our best.   I am truly privileged to worship and serve in this congregation. 
 
I will engage with any questions or concerns in person or at the AGM.  Submitted in deepest humility 
and gratitude. 

 
Patrick Preheim, co-pastor Nutana Park Mennonite Church 

2022 Annual Report 
 

 
“Now thank we all our God with heart and hands and voices,  
Who wondrous things has done, in whom this world rejoices,  
Who, from our mothers’ arms, has blessed us on our way 
With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.” (Voices Together #114) 

 
It has been a very eventful year at NPMC!  
 Worship this year took us through a Lenten theme, On the Road to Healing, including our 
own devotional in which congregants shared their reflections, then a summer series on creation care, 
For the Beauty of the Earth, and a fall series on Honouring Our Heritage, about what it means to be 
Anabaptist-Mennonite today. We welcomed several new members, celebrated a baptism, weddings, 
and parent-child dedications, as well as saying goodbye to a number of beloved people of our 
community through funerals and memorial services.    

The groups of which I am part have undergone shifts this year: Women’s Bible Study 
continues to see steady attendance of between12 and 20 people in looking at the Gospel of John and 
Acts, and I am grateful to those who have taken turns leading, on and off this year, in addition to me: 
Geraldine Balzer, Edna Froese, Anita Retzlaff. Luke Bushman has taken on more of the coordinating 
role for Kids’ Club & Choir (including taking turns leading the Peace Breaks or mini-peace lessons 
at the start of each gathering with Lori Weiler-Thiessen and myself). There has been an uptick in the 
number of kids participating, and it’s great to see the kids making friends with kids of other Mennonite 
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congregations and beyond. Adult Ed. began the year with a series on Making Peace with an 
Evolving Faith, and after saying farewell and thank-you to Edna Froese for her many years of 
leadership, shifted to a different format. A committee was formed around the topic of Understanding 
Gender and Sexual Diversity, and that group organized the series for the Spring, which was very well 
attended. This format of forming a committee around a given topic will continue going forward.  
 It’s been wonderful to have a full year of “regular” gatherings and community events, both old 
and new: from potlucks to another parking lot party; from the Care Group 6 Halloween party and 
Christmas tree decorating, from the Christmas Banquet and kids’ Nativity Play to the Creative 
Commons gathering. We concluded our official sponsorship of Speciose and her family. Thanks 
again to Lori Weiler-Thiessen, Marie Guenther, and Sarah Unrau for working with me to redo the 
church playroom last summer. We have paid off our roof repair fund, which is a major cause for 
celebration! There has also been renewed energy and many volunteers stepping forward as the 
planning for the next year has come together – a source of encouragement to many.  
 As I conclude my time as your co-pastor, I have so much to be thankful for. Thank-you for 
caring for me and my family these seven-and-a-half years, and sharing your lives and community with 
me. Thank-you for working with me as fellow staff or volunteers on many projects, lessons, and 
worship services. In the past six months, since I announced my resignation, many have reached out 
with words of gratitude and telling me that I will be missed; thank-you. I’m leaving with those same 
feelings: I will dearly miss you, the people of NPMC, but I am so grateful for this time we’ve had 
together.  

Peace to you,  
Susanne  

 

YOUTH GROUP 
 

Looking Back: 2023 was a great year for ministry with many highlights and adjustments. 
Hopefully this report can paint a picture of what we have been up to in the different programs I help 
out with. For Kid’s Club and Choir, we concluded in March 2023 with our showcase event. The kids 
did a great job of sharing about the program with everyone who attended and showing them some of 
what they had done with the centerpieces and the entertainment provided by the kids. We are looking 
forward to this event again. Brianne Fast and Rachel Regier have been leading the choir, with Val 
providing accompaniment on the piano. We were able to add in woodworking for the kids in Grade 6 
this year and our program has grown quite a bit in terms of attendees. We have occasionally had to 
tap shoulders and reach out for more volunteers but overall it has gone very well. It has been 
especially encouraging seeing folks from outside our church community get to experience a bit of 
what we are about at Nutana. The choir did a great performance at Bethany Manor, and the room 
was packed with friends, relatives, and seniors who wanted to be blessed by hearing the little ones 
sing. This continues to be a great program that brings lots of volunteers and participants together, 
and is a unique part of our church. For youth I made the decision to move youth to Wednesday 
nights, so that between the two churches that I work at, I would have one evening on the weekend to 
socialize with friends and family while they are not working. This along with the departure of Zach 
Dueck, and the fact his role has not been fully replaced at this time has led to a slight decrease in 
group size. Between Mount Royal and Nutana we previously had about 8-10 regular attendees, while 
this year we have 4 youth that come every week. It has been very good, and as Mount Royal figures 
out their future I have confidence that this group will continue to be beneficial to everyone involved in 
it. Our 2024 youth retreat was postponed but is set to be rescheduled, and I am always excited about 
the events and the time to connect with the youth.  
 

Looking Forward: In 2024 I am hoping things will continue as they are, but that I will be able 
to settle more and more into the role, leading to deeper connections and more vibrant/diverse 
planning of programs. I am very sad about Susanne’s departure, but so glad she is doing what is 
right for her. Patrick has done a great job of anticipating this transition, and has made an effort to 
connect with me, which will be great moving forward since Susanne was often my connection point to 
the wider church (since I am only 10 hours a week and around rarely).    
     

Submitted by Luke Bushman 
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Membership Statistics 
 
Membership, January 1, 2024   234          
 Deaths  (*members) 4  
     
     
Baptisms                            1 
Transfer In     4   
 
Membership, December 31, 2023             
 
Marriages (of members, or of members’ children)  
Graham Forrester and Robyn Martens 
Tyler Epp and Laura Daly 
James Siemens and Loralee Klisowsky 
 
Births  
Emerson Neufeldt 
Clara Jane Brenneman 
 
Dedications 
Sylvie Schellenberg 
Clara Jane Brenneman 
 
Deaths   
*Louise Friesen 
*Alvena Rempel 
*Lorene Nickel 
*Elsie Heinrichs 
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CARING & VISITATION 
 
I want to begin by thanking Hedie Borne for her leadership the past two years as the deacon of 
Caring and Visitation. Her leadership helped me step into this role with ease and I appreciate her 
guidance. Currently, our committee includes the following members: Kathy Lindsay, Carolene Funk, 
Trudy Reese, Jean Wiens, Darryl Epp, and Henry & Elizabeth Reimer. Each of these individuals 
makes connections with members of our congregation. Many of our NPMC members are unable to 
attend church in-person for a variety of reasons. We work to maintain connections through visits, 
phone calls, cards, or small group coffee meetings.  
 
Over this past year, we have strived to make connecting creative and meaningful. We have had 
cards created specifically for Lent and Advent which are sent out to the members on our list. We 
have extended this same message and card to the entire NPMC membership via email. This past 
Advent, we delivered “St. Nicholas Day” treat bags to those on our connections list for a bit of fun 
which, for some, connects to traditions from the past and of days long ago. I wish to thank Dannica 
Funk for her creativity and joyful willingness to design these cards for our important liturgical church 
events.  
 
In 2023, we had two coffee visits at Bethany Manor. In June we were able to gather outside to enjoy 
the rather warm weather with the option to go indoor as needed. This past October 30, we again had 
an indoor coffee time which was again met with enthusiasm. With so many of our congregants living 
at Bethany Manor, we know that the large group coffee meetings at Bethany Manor are valued and 
we will continue to try having these once to twice a year. I would like to create a similar coffee hour 
for those living in other locations which is on the list for planning future events and am working to 
figure out a way to make this happen.  
 
As we prepare for a change in our church and move forward with one pastor, we are aware that 
connecting with our members on our current list, and perhaps additional individuals, may require 
some adjustments. We know that many of our congregants have family members who are close by 
and actively involved in the care of family members. We invite you to stay in touch with our committee 
members if you feel there is a need for support.  
 
As an entire congregation, I encourage us all to remember to keep each other in our prayers and be 
a source of support and love. I end with these words from Brother Lawrence:  
 
“We ought not to be weary of doing little things for the love of God, who regards not the greatness of 
the work, but the love with which it is performed.” (Taken from The Practice of The Presence of God) 
 

Respectfully submitted, Valerie Epp 

                                                                     MUSIC 

 
Music continues to be one of the strong pillars of our church, our worship, and our Mennonite faith. 
We believe it’s a unifying element that ties us across generations and provide a meaningful and 
interactive way to share in worship. 
 
This marks the end of my first 2-year term as Music Deacon, and I am grateful for all who support this 
role – both on the music committee and in our group of volunteers. This year saw a shift in our 
committee with some long-time committee members stepping back. Thank you to Lynn Driedger for 
his many years of leadership with this committee and to Aleta Schellenberg for her contributions and 
new ideas. We appreciated their contributions and look forward to continuing to involve both Lynn 
and Aleta in shaping the music of our church community. With that transition comes two new 
members – a heartfelt welcome to our newest committee members – Rhonda Krahn and Teresa 
Koop-Hunter. We look forward to collaborating with both of you this coming year.  
 
Thank you to Bonnie Dahl for her continued work in scheduling musicians and Childrens Music, Fern 
Stockdale for AV coordination, Jordan Wiens for his leadership with choir and to Patrick Preheim as 
our pastoral liaison. We are fortunate to have a committee that is active, contributes and provides 
excellent discussion and ideas. We meet several times per year to review tasks, project and discuss 
ideas for enhancing our music program. 
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We are pleased to have had the NPMC Church Choir this fall under the leadership of Jordan Wiens. 
They performed twice in the fall season and it was great to see a small but mighty and dedicated 
group participating. This spring we will transition to a new season for the spring term with Tristan 
Brenneman directing a performance on Easter Sunday. Thank you to all who lead, accompany to 
continue to make choir an important part of the NPMC community life. 
Singing Sunday is a much-loved tradition at NPMC and as such we will be doing this service twice 
per year moving forward. We have many congregants who have rich stories to tell and it is always a 
meaningful time of reflection and learning with each other.  Thank you to Elva Epp, Marie Guenther, 
Wally Krause and Simon and Eric Leis for sharing at our April 2023 service and for Finnegan Fast, 
Kenna Forrester-Epp, Marlene Froese and Zac Schellenberg for sharing at our January 2024 service.  
We have made a conscious effort this year to schedule children’s music and simple songs following 
our worship story time. It’s wonderful to sing the “old songs” many of us sang as kids and to hear our 
NPMC kids humming those songs in the foyer or at home. Thank you to the many volunteers who 
took a month at a time to help kids learn some new songs – we appreciate your role in children’s 
ministry. Thank you to Bonnie Dahl, Jake and Barb Ens, Mackenzie Fast, Brent Guenther and Jared 
Regier for leading the children in song week after week.  
 
Many thanks to our wide group of volunteers who graciously gives of their time to assist with 
accompaniment, special music, song leading and AV. Putting together a service weekly with a high-
tech AV production is no small feat and we are grateful that our congregants continue to step up and 
share their gifts. If you are interested (or know of someone who is) please reach out to Nicole 
Tiessen – we are always looking to expand our volunteer database. 
 
We are always looking for volunteers in the following areas: 

- Accompanists – piano, organ, guitar 

- Song Leaders 

- AV and Live Stream  

- Childrens Music 

Thank you to Gwen Laughlin for assisting with piano maintenance on a weekly basis and for her 
assistance in helping to ensure we get tuning done on an annual schedule. 
 
Thank you to all who participate in the various ways we provide music on a Sunday morning. Each 
volunteer, each note played and every voice that sings together on a Sunday morning is what our 
makes our church music life so meaningful and special. I look forward to continuing to serve NPMC 
and letting my name stand for a second term at our AGM. 

Respectfully Submitted by, 
Nicole Tiessen, NPMC Deacon of Music 

 

                                                      WORSHIP   

“O God our help in ages past, our hope for years to come.” I am writing this report on a Sunday after 
we have sung these words, and been led through a sermon by Patrick on the examen practice of 
looking back and looking forward. This report will focus on looking back at the year of 2023, but with 
recognition of the changes and promise that lie ahead. 
 
Our worship services typically begin with an expression of appreciation to all of the participants 
whose efforts contributed to making the service possible. I would like to follow that same model here, 
and say a hearty thank you to the many volunteers from our congregation who have been willing to 
put their hand up to volunteer for duty or say yes when asked. This includes worship leaders, 
accompanists, song leaders, special music contributors, choir members and conductors, AV 
technicians, and ushers. Each role is important. A rough count from the names on the worship 
calendar for 2023 indicates approximately 70 people participated in a service this year in at least one 
capacity (and that is probably a conservative estimate). This is a testament to the spirit of service 
within our congregation. Thanks also to Worship Committee members Eric Neufeld and Fern 
Stockdale. 
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Beyond the numbers, there was meaning in our worship as well. We continued our practice of 
devoting portions of the year to particular themes. During Lent we followed a series on a Journey of 
Healing. In summer we spent a few weeks considering our connection with and the importance of 
various aspects of creation. In November we explored different ways of honouring our heritage, 
ending with In Memorium Sunday. We closed the year in Advent by looking at the names for the 
Messiah from Isaiah chapter 9. It was also wonderful to have services presented by both RJC and 
CMU students for the first time in a few years and to renew this connection with our church schools. 
 
In all of this, we were blessed with the leadership of our co-pastors Patrick Preheim and Susanne 
Guenther-Loewen. I am very grateful for the care and attention they put into crafting services and 
sermons with depth and meaning, challenge and comfort, and that speak to the times we are in. In 
light of Susanne’s resignation, I wish to particularly acknowledge and thank her for all of her 
contributions to the worship life of our church. Susanne, our worship services have benefitted greatly 
from your participation. 
 
We ask for God’s guidance as we continue to explore faith and worship together as a church 
community in 2024. 

- Respectfully submitted, Don Klaassen 
 

 

                                    E D U C A T I O N    M I N I S T R Y 
  
                                               ADULT LEARNING 
 
Making Peace with an Evolving Faith was offered February - March.  This series was planned by 
Edna, Susanne, Rachel and Lori and was the last official Adult Education series.  Attendees 
appreciated the opportunity to discuss the shifts in faith over the course of a lifetime. 
 
Understanding Gender and Sexual Diversity:  Welcoming Conversations, ran April - June.  This 
session was organized by Jenae Funk, Brent Guenther, Kelly Winder, Joan Stephens, Susanne 
Guenther Loewen, Anita Retzlaff and Lori Weiler-Thiessen.  Many of our congregants contributed to 
this session.  It was well attended and deepened our connection to each other. 
 
Thanks to all who planned, lead and attending these sessions. 
 

This program is in flux.  Looking ahead, it will continue with Lori and Patrick guiding ad hoc 
planning/leadership committees.  Any ideas for future sessions would be welcome 
 
            Submitted by Lori Weiler Thiessen 

LIBRARY 
 
The committee has been deliberate in selecting materials to reflect diversity in the collection. 
Specifically, books written by and about 2SLGBTQ+ people and books written by and about People 
of Colour, have been selected. 
 
In 2023 we added 43 books and 1 CD. Here is a breakdown: 

Easy - 14 
Junior - 3 
Youth - 1 
Adult Fiction - 4 
Biography - 2 
Non-Fiction - 19 
CD - 1 
 
We would love suggestions of materials to add to the collection.  Please let Marian Driedger, Marlie 
Leis or Lori W-T know. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 
NPMC has a bright group of curious, inquisitive, and thoughtful children.  Our Sunday School group 
meets from 10:00 - 10:45 before regular church services, and typically about 15 kids are present.  In  
response to the desires expressed by parents, we have maintained the norm set following the 
pandemic and meet once per month.  We tend to align our schedule with the Sundays that our 
quarter time Children and Youth Pastor, Luke Bushman is scheduled at NPMC.  We appreciate what 
he has to offer the program with stories and activities, and also the opportunity for him to connect 
with the kids and build relationships.  
 
Our theme for the year centred on the miracles of Jesus. Our time together typically began with 15 
minutes of singing, followed by a story and discussion, and an activity or craft.  We began the year 
splitting into an older and younger group after the story, but noticed some of the older kids enjoyed 
helping the younger ones.  After that, we decided to keep them together for each full session, and 
make an effort to plan activities or creative prompts that could be adapted to any age.   
 
In addition to regular Sunday school meetings, this group also continued in the rhythm of previous 
years by taking part in a couple of authentic opportunities to serve the greater church 
community.  Jared Regier led the group in planting and harvesting the garden boxes beside the 
church.  Together they planted root crops, winter squash, and even a patch of wheat. At Christmas 
time, Tammy and Bonnie stepped up once again to direct a Christmas play that was presented at the 
church banquet. We value the skills and leadership of these volunteers. 
   
                     Rachel Regier, Sunday School Coordinator 

Kids Club & Choir (KCC): 

KC&C started in September with 21 kids registered.  At the time of writing there are 26 children 
attending.  Ten children attend from NPMC, nine are from other Mennonite Church SK congregations, 
and seven are from the community. 
 
KC&C runs from 7:00 - 8:15 on Thursday nights, and has three components per session:  Peace 
Break, Choir, and Skill Areas. 
 
Last year, Peace Club happening one Thursday a month, during KC&C.  This year Peace Breaks 
happen every Thursday for 15 minutes, at the beginning of Kids’ Club & Choir.  Peace Breaks have 
been lead by Luke, Susanne and Lori. 
 
Rachel Regier and Brianne Fast are the choir directors. The kids are enthusiastic singers and the 
choristers gave a concert at Bethany Manor in December. 
 
Woodworking was added to the KC&C as a skill area this year! There are 12 Crafters, 8 Cooks, and 5 
Woodworkers.  This is a great bunch of kids! 
 
Many thanks to all the volunteers who make this program so vibrant. 
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ROSTHERN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
 

 

RJC BY THE NUMBERS:  

2023/24 school year  

 

105 Total Students  

57 Girls  

48 Boys  

 

37 Grade 10  

30 Grade 11 Grade 12  

 

59 Day Students  

      (11 Shuttle Students)  

 

46 Dormitory Students  

 

89 Saskatchewan Students  

4 Out-of-province  

12 International  

 

 

Percentage of total students:  

27% Students of Alumni  

 

66% Indicated a Church Affiliation  

 

10% First Nations & Metis  

 

 

2023 was a busy year at RJC. We were 

grateful for another increase in enrollment 

as we started the 2023/2024 school year 

with 105 students. This was the first time 

in over fifteen years that we have had over 

100 students, and it felt good to have full 

classes, choirs and teams.  

 

Along with school programming, we 

continued to invest in capital upgrades to 

meet the needs of our aging facilities. Our 

two main capital projects included the 

replacement of our school boilers, along 

with the restoration of our gym and chapel 

roofs. A huge thank you to MC Sask for 

their generous donation of $50,000 from 

the Special Projects Fund to help us with 

the chapel re-roofing.  

 

In 2023 faith formation continued to be a 

foundational cornerstone at our school, 

and we were thankful for our ongoing 

partnerships with MC Sask, MCA and our 

supportive churches and church 

organizations. We hosted four chapels a 

week, along with Christian ethics classes 

throughout the school year. These were 

supplemented by an overarching 

anabaptist approach to education that 

focused on the whole person and provided 

many opportunities for students to put 

their faith into action. Thank you to the 

churches that hosted our choirs and 

students, either on Sunday mornings or 

during our various learning opportunities 

this past year. Thank you, as well, to our 

churches for their continued financial and 

bursary support which provided 

opportunities for students to attend our 

school.  

 

Moving forward, we have plans to 

continue to invest in opportunities for 

students to engage with the church and 

their world through retreats, out-trips, 

tours and service projects. Thank you 

again for partnering with us as we prepare 

a new generation of leaders for our church 

and world.  

 

Thank you.  

Ryan Wood  

President, RJC High School                           
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                           M I S S I O N   A N D  S E R V I C E   M I N I S T R Y   
 
                                                  CHURCH LIFE 
The feeling of community and the desire to spend time together in a variety of ways is alive and well 
at NPMC.  These intergenerational events are essential and heartwarming at the same time. We 
need both the old and the young and all those in between … God is the God of all generations and 
needs us all, together, to make this the world she/he dreams about.  
 
Our first ever Creative Commons took place on a January weekend with knitters, sewers, quilters, 
photo organizers, piano players, card and jewelry makers and a young weaver all coming together to 
enjoy each other’s company and be free of household distractions. Geraldine, Fern, Anita and I 
welcomed and fed 18 participants and Susanne blessed our time together.  
 
Young and old and those in between came out for our NPMC Winter Fun Day on a Sunday afternoon 
in late February. It was a tad chilly but that didn’t dampen the enthusiasm for a parking lot shinny 
game and a bit of tobogganing at the park across the street. The outdoor fire pit was a hit for roasting 
hot dogs and marshmallows and inside there was popcorn and hot chocolate and “battles” to claim 
the crokinole championship!  
 
After doing a bit of networking, I once again compiled a list of High School and Post-Secondary 
graduates and posted this and their future plans in the Joys and Concerns. These are important 
milestones to celebrate. There is always a danger of missing someone, so please contact the office if 
you have a name(s) of those that should be contacted.  
 
I started work on reinstating Care Groups but unfortunately I dropped this ball and it stopped rolling. I 
will work towards re-establishing Care Groups sometime before summer. 
    
Once again doorsteps played an important role as we honoured our special couples as part of our 
WEDDINGS & BABES “shower”.  Six newly engaged or newly married couples and nine sets of sleep 
deprived parents or parents-to-be were invited to participate in this year’s version. The conversations 
were enlightening and were enjoyed by Marlene, Susanne, Patrick and myself.  Questions were 
posed to the couples who responded to the invitation to participate and their subsequent answers 
and photos are all posted on the website for everyone to enjoy at any time. This format also allows us 
to keep in touch with those connected to our congregation who have moved away and whom we 
don’t get to see very often. We presented each local couple with a Gift Card from a locally owned 
business and our honoured couples from afar were given a Gift Card to a business of their choice.  
 
Thank you to all of you who donated to this event to nurture these meaningful relationships. 
Marie, Anna and Ben Guenther, Jordan Wiens, Audrey Kampen, Joanne Ewert, Bob Neufeldt and his 
grandchildren Owen and Norah answered the call to bring worship to our friends at Bethany Manor 
on August 20th. Our singing Sundays at NPMC always prove to be meaningful as people share their 
stories of faith through the love of song. The residents at Bethany enjoyed the words shared and 
were moved by the poignant stories from the past.  
 
The second annual Parking Lot Party was held on a glorious Sunday afternoon at the end of August.  
A bouncy castle, an amazing balloon guy, face painting, hot dogs, watermelon and roll kuchen and 
fabulous musical entertainment by Golden Hour, Saskatune Singers and Zac Schellenberg, was a 
wonderful way to kick off a new church year!  Thank you to everyone who embraced the PLP, who 
helped plan it and volunteered on the day.  
 
This year a voting system was used in the weeks leading up to our outdoor movie night to decide on 
what show would be played. On a beautiful, calm, autumn evening in September, children of all ages 
brought lawn chairs, strategically placed them on the parking lot and settled in to watch ZOOTOPIA 
on the big screen! Thank you to Finnegan and Solomon for counting the votes, to Jeff for using his 
skills and equipment to set up the movie and to Marlene and Hedie for making popcorn for everyone!  
 
A year has gone by since the production and distribution of our new directory format including photos 
of most of our congregants. Two rounds of updates were distributed in 2023, the most recent in 
December. Digital copies are always available and Gwen also has several hard copies if any of you 
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decide you want one.  She also has copies of the latest updates if you inadvertently missed getting 
yours.  This new directory has been well received and the photos are definitely a bonus! 
 
A snowflake themed Christmas Banquet was attended by approximately 165 people. Thank you to an 
amazing catering group led by Marlene and Anita for their commitment to serving a hot and tasty 
meal. We were again excited to support local and secured turkeys from Pineview Farms and 
potatoes and carrots from Jared and Rachel. Many thanks to our emcee, David, who guided us 
through the CBC (Christmas Banquet Celebration), to Bonnie and Tammy who worked with our 
youngest to present a delightful nativity, to Sparky and the Plugs for their energizing music and to 
those who helped set up and clean up and the list goes on! The atmosphere was electric and the 
volunteers unprecedented.   
 
To be community requires both memory and imagination, a looking back and a looking forward!  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Denelda Fast 

 
                                                  FELLOWSHIP     
 
The main duty of the Fellowship Committee is to “coordinate potlucks and coffee times for 
congregational community building”.  As much as one can joke about Mennonites and their food, it 
really is important to eat together!  We had ten potlucks in 2023 and the average attendance was 76 
people (the largest group being 140).  Whether it’s a large crowd or a small one, congregants enjoy 
the opportunity to visit over a meal.   
 
It was wonderful to be able to host visiting groups again.  We had a chili potluck for the RJC Choir on 
February 5 and then served taco salad to the Westgate Choir on March 19.  In both cases, it was a 
privilege to feed these appreciative and enthusiastic young people and their teachers following their 
performances.  MC SK held their  “Called to be a Worship Leader” workshop at NPMC;  we provided 
morning coffee break and the noon meal on October 20.    
 
Other involvements included barbecuing and serving the hot dog lunch at the Parking Lot Party on 
August 27 and hosting Cookies & Carol Sing on December 8. 
 
A new commercial refrigerator was purchased in summer.  The old one had served us well but was 
no longer reliable.  
 
Four funeral lunches were provided in 2023 following the passing of Miriam Jantzen, Verner Friesen, 
Margaret Peters and Lorene Nickel.  Thank you to Lois Tiessen who continues as Funeral Lunch 
Coordinator and to the dedicated volunteer servers.  These lunches provide a setting and opportunity 
for connection and healing. 
 
Thank you to Fellowship Committee members for their commitment to fellowship in our church!  On-
going members are Carolene Funk, Jenae Funk, Debra Heinrichs & Stan Bartel, Janet & Norm 
Barnes and Dorothy & Merv Sorensen. Welcome to new committee members Peter Guenther and El 
& Orv Neufeldt.  Thank you to out-going members Lori & Dave Weiler-Thiessen and Ruth Wiens for 
their years of service.  
 
And thank you to the congregation for always answering the call to gather and fellowship over food.  
Without your offerings of casseroles and sandwiches, Easter bread and bagels, salads and desserts 
… things would be very different indeed. 

      Respectfully submitted, 
       Bonnie Ramage 
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                                        CANADIAN MENNONITE  
 

Canadian Mennonite (CM) tells the story of the church, in partnership with the Churches of 
Mennonite Church Canada.  

 
Online and in print, CM is a place for our faith community to gather. We share news about 

churches, pastoral transitions, milestones and passings. Readers write letters to the editor, opinion 
pieces, social media responses and website comments. Pastors and leaders contribute feature 
articles that foster dialogue. We seek to nurture a nationwide sense of belonging. We want people to 
feel connected to the broader faith community. And, we are interested in creative new ways to host 
conversations about what it means to be Mennonite today.  

 
In 2023, approximately 9,000 households subscribed to the magazine. Online, 16,000 people 

per month read articles on our website. We hosted three CM Events, where CM moderates an online 
conversation between two or three panelists. The most popular event of 2023 was about medical 
assistance in dying. Videos of past events are available on the CM website.  

 
At the end of 2023, Mennonite Church Canada and the regional churches signed a three-

year covenant with CM to continue offering Canadian Mennonite magazine through the Every Home 
subscription plan. Anyone who attends a Mennonite Church Canada congregation can subscribe at a 
cost paid collectively through the church.  

 
In 2024, CM will launch new initiatives to further engage Mennonites across Canada. We 

want to connect with, and give voice to, as broad a cross-section of the church as possible. Go to 
canadianmennonite.org to read more.  

 
With your help, we are strengthening the faith community. We are making space for people 

with wide-ranging views to speak and to listen. Online, CM articles form a witness to the world about 
our faith. We do this in the spirit of Hebrews 10:24, spurring one another on to love and good deeds, 
to build up the Kingdom of God.  

 
Thank you for partnering with us in this ministry to tell the church story.  
 
Have a story idea? Email Emily Summach at sk@canadianmennonite.org 

 

               MENNONITE CENTRAL COMMITTEE SASKATCHEWAN    
 

Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen 
God; if we love one another, God abides in us, and his love is perfected in us. – 1 John 4:11-12 
NRSV 
 
The work of Mennonite Central Committee is all about relationship: we “share God’s love and 
compassion for all in the name of Christ.” We’re grateful for the many close relationships we share 
with Mennonite Church Saskatchewan. We want to continue working with you towards MCC’s vision 
of “communities worldwide in right relationship with God, one another and creation.” As we do so, we 
trust that God’s love does indeed become visible and tangible in the hundreds of places around the 
world where MCC is at work. 
 
MCC’s international program continues to respond to conflicts and vulnerable communities around 
the world. After the terrible earthquake that hit Türkiye and an already war torn Syria in Feb 2023, 
MCC is providing food packages, hygiene kits, trauma support, and winterization supplies throughout 
the region. In the aftermath of the Oct 7 Hamas attacks and Israeli military responses, MCC is 
supporting long-term partners in Gaza with food supplies and bedding. 
 
Relief supplies continue to flow to victims of the on-going conflict in Ukraine, alongside longer term 
supports like a portable wood-burning stove. MCC is also supporting trauma therapy for many 
Ukrainian children affected by the violence and displacement. In the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, MCC is supporting local churches as they build wells, in order to welcome internally 
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displaced persons with fresh clean water. We are grateful the MC Sask churches and donors 
continue to respond generously to support these and other vulnerable communities around the world.  
 
Tangible gifts of Saskatchewan made comforters and kits also help to connect us in relationship 
around the world. In real-world terms, in the 2022-23 program year, 568 infants were given the hug of 
a warm blanket, 176 students were empowered by the gift of school supplies, the dignity of 450 
teenage girls was upheld by the gift of feminine supplies, over 900 families received a relief bucket 
and over 1700 people received comforters (including 100 comforters distributed locally in Saskatoon, 
along with toques and mittens)- all because Saskatchewan people answered a call to share and 
support.  
 
One highlight of MCC Saskatchewan’s local work is the support of the refugee sponsorship groups 
who welcomed 42 newcomers to Saskatchewan in 2023! Seventy further applications were 
completed (with the process taking an average of 2 ½ years waiting for these folks to arrive).  
 
Other local program initiatives included: “Transformation Tuesdays,” monthly workshops exploring 
MCC’s various learning opportunities (the series goes until April, and you are invited to try out this on-
site Saskatoon experience); ‘You Are Not Alone,” a support group for women who have experienced 
abuse in intimate relationships; and a new partnership with the Enneagram Prison Project (a first in 
Canada!), to bring a trauma-informed program for self-awareness and healing to women at Pine 
Grove Correctional Centra. In these and many other ways, relationships are built and nurtured- the 
love of God made visible.  
 
Finally, thanks to the faithfulness and hard work of the many Thrift shop staff and volunteers across 
the province, over $610,000 was raised to support this global work, alongside another $60,000 
contributed to local charities, community organizations, and local vulnerable households. Another 
almost $300,000 was raised by local farmers for the Canadian Foodgrains Bank, through Grow Hope 
Saskatchewan.  
 
MC Sask, its good to know we are related! Thank you for your partnership in this good work. To learn 
more about MCC’s impact, check out our annual report here:< mmc.org/our-stories/20222023-
annual-impact-report-saskatchewan >. We look forward to seeing you at our June Relief Sale 
Festival, our November Peace Conference, or any time you drop into the MCC Centre in Saskatoon 
or invite us to your church! 
 

                                  MENNONITE CHURCH CANADA 
 
It thrilled me to read the 2023 year-end reports from staff this year!  
 
But before I tell you why, an important note: This one page summary cannot do justice to the work 
that’s been done. Please see (and share!) a more comprehensive four-page edition at 
www.commonword.ca/go/3761.  
 
These reports thrilled me because of how closely they reflect the themes of MC Canada’s refreshed 
priorities. Meant to help staff and the Joint Council focus on how we work toward our broad Vision: 
Healing and Hope statement, our desire is to: 1) join in restoring all of creation; 2) be companions who 
make known God’s welcome, generosity, and forgiveness; 3) joyfully cultivate intercultural 
communities.  
 
Each of these priorities reminds me that God intends for us to work together. That we are not alone in 
our journey to be more Christ-like is happily evident from our work in 2023…  
 
Leadership Development: In 2023, the coordination of leadership development was moved to the 
national church office, and Al Rempel was appointed to take over this work as associate executive 

http://www.commonword.ca/go/3761
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minister. Al works with the Company of 1000 leadership development and the TiM (Transitioning into 
Ministry) programs, and updating leadership and pastoral development policies.  
 
Indigenous Relations: After just over a year in the position of Indigenous Relations Coordinator, 
Jonathan Neufeld celebrates a growing network of reconciliation groups, events, and actions across all 
five regional churches of MC Canada. Jonathan has responded to invitations to resource a national 
ecumenical group on Indigenous spirituality, and to support the Winnipeg landfill search for missing 
and murdered Indigenous women (pictured with Doug Klassen representing MC Canada). A highlight 
was the Singing in the Arbor gathering on Muskeg Lake Cree Nation with Mennonite Church 
Saskatchewan’s Walking the Path Initiative.  
 
Climate Action: Also with just a year on the job, Sandy Plett reports that nine congregations have 
taken steps to reduce carbon emissions, supported by MC Canada’s Emissions Reduction Grant. 
MCM’s Living Hope Retreat gathered folks from across generations and four regional churches to help 
us move from grief and lament to action. Those who support youth and children studied In Deep 
Waters to provide spiritual care for younger generations in a time of climate crisis. Leaders of the five 
regional working groups on climate/creation care meet regularly to share ideas and encouragement.  
 
International Witness: Jeanette Hanson connected Anabaptist church leaders in South Korea, 
Thailand, Philippines, Colombia, China, Vietnam, and Ethiopia with North American resource people to 
study the Bible, theology, and discipleship in an Anabaptist context. She notes that while church 
leaders in China are feeling increased pressures from the state to restrict faith-based activities, they 
remain eager to know more about Anabaptism. One Chinese church leader told her that, “God has 
given you this gift to bless the wider church family. You will receive other gifts from us.”  
 
CommonWord: Arlyn Friesen Epp reports that retail and loan activity recovered well after Covid 
restrictions were lifted. Approximately 750 copies of the new family storybook Bible, The Peace Table, 
were bought in 2023. And new resource collections have been created on topical themes such as 
climate change, right relations with Indigenous communities, medical assistance in dying, and the 
longstanding Palestine-Israel conflict.  
 
Blessings to you in your work together as congregations in 2024! 
 
Submitted by Doug Klassen 

 
 
 

MENNONITE CHURCH SASKATCHEWAN 
 

Mennonite Church Saskatchewan (MC Sask) is a family of 21 congregations, covenanted together as 
Christ Centred & Sent. We prayerfully support one another, joining together in ministry alongside the 
other congregations of Mennonite Church Canada and Mennonite World Conference, trusting that as 
we do God's healing and hope flows through us to all the world.  
 

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love 
than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. 

(John 15:12-14) 
 
2023 again was a year of changes and adjustments for MC Sask. Gary Peters consented to serve as 
Interim Executive Minister. Kirsten Hamm-Epp resumed her role as Youth Minister. Josh Wallace 



- 23 - 

 

continues as Congregational Engagement Minister and Marianne Siemens keeps everything organized 
as Office Administer  
 
Our congregations, too, were in the midst of change. Many congregations are still adjusting ministries 
after the restriction and effects of COVID-19. Also, we have had numerous pastoral changes which are 
described below. As individual congregations and as a Regional Church we are attempting to 
understand what it means to be faithful and Christ-centred in today’s world of polarized thinking and 
the many and various priorities that demand our time and energy.  
 
In March, we were hosted by Bethany Manor and online for our Annual Delegate Sessions. We 
gathered with the theme, “Rooted in Good Soil.” David Boshart, president of Anabaptist Mennonite 
Biblical Seminary encouraged and challenged us to faithfulness.  
 
MC Sask affirmed the calls of Rodney Hennessey (Grace MC) and Curtis Wiens (Aberdeen MC), 
joining with their congregations to ordain them to pastoral ministry. We rejoiced together with Mount 
Royal MC in the conclusion of the faithful service of Garth and Claire Ewert Fisher and in the 
appointment of Don Froese as interim Pastor. MRMC also called Evan Bueckert to serve as interim 
part time associate pastor. Likewise, we gave thanks for the years of faithful ministry by Lois Bukar at 
Zion MC and for the installation of Zachary Stefaniuk as its pastor. Andrea Enns-Gooding concluded 
her time at Rosthern Mennonite Church.  
 
We regret the withdrawal of Laird Mennonite Church from our fellowship. We wish them God’s 
blessings as the discern their faithful path of discipleship.  
 
Throughout the past year we have planned and scheduled events to support the ministries of our 
congregations. In May, pastors were invited to participate in a daylong retreat during which Claire 
Ewert-Fisher led the sessions focusing on prayer for our congregations and our regional church. In 
October, Carol Penner, professor at Conrad Grebel College led us in a workshop for worship leaders. 
 
The Youth Program under the recommenced leadership of Kirsten Hamm-Epp continues to nurture the 
youth. Josh Wallace, Congregation Engagement Minister, is working on ways to energize our 
congregations through his involvement in the Ministries Commission and the new opportunities 
presented by the New Leaf Network and MC Canada’s Intercultural Church Steering Committee.  
 
We continue to work on the Camping Ministry Study to review and strengthen our shared ministry 
through MC Sask's three camps (Camp Elim, Youth Farm Bible Camp, and Shekinah Retreat Center). 
 
Through transitions, expected and unexpected, joyful and sorrowful, the God of peace remains 
faithfully near to us, supporting each of our congregations in MC Sask and tenderly caring for all the 
world. Thank you for partnering with us in this work of peace.  
 
With prayers for peace, healing, and joy,  
Gary Peters, Kirsten Hamm-Epp, Josh Wallace, & Marianne Siemens (MC Sask Staff) 
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                                       MENNONITE DISASTER SERVICE   
 
“You brought hope and love to the community.” That’s what Amanda McDougall- Merrill, mayor of the 
Cape Breton Regional Municipality, said about volunteers from Mennonite Disaster Service (MDS) 
who came to Cape Breton to repair homes damaged by Hurricane Fiona in Cape Breton.  
 
After the storm, which struck on September 24, 2022, people “felt alone and hopeless,” she said. 
“You did more than build walls and fix houses. You brought love here,” she said. “There are no words 
that have the capacity to show how grateful we are.” 
 
Altogether, 458 volunteers from across Canada provided over 32,000 hours of service for 272 
families and community organizations in Cape Breton. This included repairs to 44 houses, 28 new 
roofs or roof repairs and 179 tree-cutting and cleanup jobs. 
 
Caroline Purnell’s daughter, Rosalyn, had her house repaired by MDS volunteers. When it hit, the 
hurricane damaged the roof of Rosalyn’s house, causing rain to leak in every time a new storm came 
along. Unable to afford repairs, and with a deadline from her insurance company to fix the roof or 
lose her house insurance, the situation seemed hopeless for the single mother of three boys. 
 
When MDS offered to fix the roof, everything changed, Purnell said. “When you said you would do 
the repairs, not only were you helping someone with a leaking roof, you were changing the outcome 
of an entire family’s life. I have seen my daughter go from hopelessness and despair to gratitude and 
hopefulness for her future,” she added. What MDS did “was a miraculous answer to prayer and a 
source of encouragement to everyone who hears how you answered God’s call,” she went on to say.  
 
Along with service in Cape Breton, MDS Canada responded to a tornado in Alberta and did other 
repairs in other provinces. We also offered the spirit of MDS Fund once again, providing 26 grants 
worth just over $137,000 given to churches and organizations across Canada.  
 
The goal of MDS Canada is to restore homes and hope for survivors of natural disasters in Canada 
and the U.S. Hearing about the impact of our service in Cape Breton, I am happy to hear both of 
those things happened. We thank God for the mission God has called us to: To be the hands and 
feet of Jesus for those affected by natural disasters. We invite you to pray for us as we explore where 
in Canada we can be of best service in 2024. 
  

Ross Penner, Executive Director 
 

SASKATOON MENNONITE CARE SERVICES INC.  (SMCS) 
 
 
Another year in the life of Bethany Manor has enriched our lives! Numerous activities, from trips to 
interesting places, the healing waters of Manitou Springs, outings to restaurants, shopping trips, 
indeed, fun times. For some of these trips when a bus was needed, we could use the “New Horizons 
Grant” to cover some of the bus rental expense. Typically, an organization receives the grant once, 
but we have been fortunate to have received this grant money two years in a row! We will continue to 
apply for future years. The residents enjoy the live entertainment provided by guest performers in our 
Fellowship Centre. Sunday morning worship is very well planned and well attended. These are just a 
few of the many activities going on at Bethany.  
 
Though Covid is still a real virus that does affect some of us at Bethany, we are happy to say that we 
have not been affected to the point of a “lock down” like in the past. We thank residents for being 
vigilant in the few cases of Covid we have had this year.  
 
Financially, we have managed to stay within a positive budget. Inflation has risen significantly. We 
are cognizant of the fact that we need to keep our wages competitive to attract good professional 
people. Our 2024 proposed budget will once again be a positive balanced budget. We hope to keep 
up with refreshing areas of our buildings that have years of use and need a facelift. 
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Fundraising happens. Many of us are fortunate to be able to give to projects that assist people with 
the affordability of living in a safe, comfortable environment. We have 21 rental units that are 
designated as Social (subsidized) or Affordable Housing at Bethany that we wish we could keep as 
status quo; however, we are informed that changes to Government housing initiatives will happen, 
and our Social (subsidized) and Affordable Housing agreements will not be renewed in April 2024. 
We continue to ask for your monetary gifts to our Housing Assistance Fund (HAF) to assist those that 
would not be able to afford the rent to live a humble life at Bethany once these agreements end. We 
also have other needs that our Fund Development Coordinator would be happy to speak to you 
about. Keep Bethany in your prayers and in your giving.  
 
The Mennonite Historical Society of Saskatchewan (MHSS) is located in the basement of Phase 1 
(110 La Ronge Road). They have many publications, books, and artifacts for anyone to see and 
enjoy. Please check the times that MHSS is open.  
 
Our staff is our backbone! We as a Board are proud of each and every one of them! Thanks to our 
staff for the work and care they provide! The jobs vary - the results of those jobs affect all our 
residents greatly. Once again, I encourage individuals who have an operational question or concern 
to call the applicable department Manager or our Executive Director. If your question relates to board 
governance, as in strategic planning, sustainability, financial and policy oversight, or other big picture 
items, feel free to call me, or any of the Board Members.  
 
Thank you to all of our participating church organizations for your support in so many ways. We have 
two of the ten remaining churches that need to fill seats at our Board of Directors table. We would 
appreciate that being done as soon as possible.  
 
We wish everyone a very blessed Christmas and healthy, happy New Year! 
 

Sincerely, Ben Buhler, Board Chair 
On behalf of the Board of directors at Bethany 

 

SHEKINAH RETREAT CENTRE 
 
 

Ecclesiastes 3:1  “ For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven.”  
 
2023 was a year of many seasons and transitions at Shekinah.  Summer Camp remains the heart of 
Shekinah.  We hired a new program director, Mackenzie Hildebrand, who started in April. Like some 
other camps, we struggled to get as many counsellors as we wanted, especially male counselors. We 
were fortunate that Owen Gustafson returned as camp director as well as several counselors from 
2022.  The normal progression is from camper to CIT to counselor to Camp Director.  Covid is still 
affecting this pipeline, but it is very encouraging that just over half our campers were in the younger 
children’s camps.  This is a promise of wonderful summer camps to come.   We are very grateful for 
the CITs (our future counselors), the Bible teachers, the camp cooks and other volunteers who 
helped make camp a success for the 122 who attended.   
 
Summer also brought the resignation of our executive directors, Ron and Sue Schellenberg.  We are 
grateful for all the ways they helped Shekinah flourish and for all the relationships they fostered over 
their five years of service.  We recognized their service and dedication at our Very Shekinah 
Christmas. 
 
We held three great “fund” and “fun” raisers this past fall:  a Burger Night in October at Shekinah, a 
“Treemendous” Time with Trifle at Bethany Manor in November and a Very Shekinah Christmas 
event in December.  We solicited special donations to help us pay off our $40,000 CEBA loan from 
the federal government.    Small businesses were given $60,000 loans and if $40,000 was paid off by 
Jan. 18, 2024, the other $20,000 was forgiven.  Thanks to the work of the board and to so many 
generous donations from our supporters, we were able to raise the needed $40,000.  
 
Unfortunately, despite advertising in many places we have been unable to hire a permanent full time 
Executive Director.  We have however, managed to continue to make arrangement for interim 
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Executive Directors.  We wish to thank Curtis Wiens and Vic Pankratz who shared the job from 
August to October.  Amy Peters worked part time from October to January and we are very grateful 
for her leadership.  As of January, Audrey Kampen has taken over as interim Executive Director. 
  
Timber Lodge bookings in 2023 followed the pre COVID seasonal cycle with high demand June 
through September.  Our bookings in 2024 are not as high as they were at this time last year. 
However, we continue to get inquiries on a regular basis, and one never knows how many of those 
inquiries will turn into bookings.  We are fully booked from June 7th to September 1 except for one 
weekend. We continue to be a very popular place for weddings. 
 
There are 2 seasons that remain the same at Shekinah.  One is the season of miracles. Miracles at 
Shekinah come in various shapes and sizes: prayers, words and cards of encouragement; financial 
donations; people who agreed to be interim Executive Directors; volunteers and gifts of food and 
equipment.  The other is that Shekinah continues to be an amazing beautiful place where all can 
experience “the glory and presence of God.”  We are grateful that God has entrusted this part of 
creation to us and thankful that God continues to sustain us in all seasons. 
 

Respectfully submitted, Phyllis Goertz, Chair 
 
                          B U S I N E S S   A D M I N I S T R A T I O N 

 
                                       BUILDING AND GROUNDS   
 
This year marked the first year of what we hope will be an annual spring cleaning. It went off as a 
huge success, and hope to see everyone out again this next year. Following this, we also had a 
resurfacing and repainting of our parking lot.  
 
We also saw a change in a new fridge for the kitchen this year. 
 
As always, we thank Don Froese for his continued work on keeping our spaces clean and tidy. Thank 
you also to Jeff Olfert, Peter Gunther, and James Friesen for their help through the year. 
 

Submitted by Zachary Janzen  
 

FINANCE REPORT 
 

Thanks to the continued generosity of our constituents, we met our budget for donations. As well, 
expenses came in under budget and this resulted in the $10,000 surplus for this year.  
 
As of December 31, 2023 the reroof has been fully funded.  That was a very large expense that put 
significant pressure on our financial resources.  We are grateful to have completed this endeavor. 
  
In addition to meeting all our expenses we continued with our donations to: CMU, MC SK, MEDA, 
RJC, MCC, SHEKINAH and MDS. We would like to thank everyone for their generosity.  
 
Respectively submitted 
Finance Committee 
Jeff Olfert, Gordon Peters, Darryl Epp  
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                                         NUTANA PARK MENNONITE CHURCH 
                                         

Pastoral Staff: Patrick Preheim 
Youth Leader: Luke Bushman 

 
 
 

BOARD OF DEACONS CO-ORDINATORS 

    
Chairperson Bob Neufeldt Adult Education Lori Weiler Thiessen 

Vice-Chair Alison Jantz Auditor Virtus Group 

Secretary Macaila Funk Billeting Bonnie Ramage 

Treasurer Jeff Olfert Custodian Don Froese 

Bookkeeper Gordon Peters Decorations Nicole Tiessen 

Building & Grounds Zach Janzen Greeters Lydia Schroeder 

Caring & Visitation Val Epp Historian-Archives Merna Ediger 

Christian Education Lori Weiler-

Thiessen 

Library Lori Weiler-Thiessen 

Marian Driedger 

Marlie Leis 

Church Life Denelda Fast Refugee Assistance Gordon Enns 

Fellowship 

 

Bonnie Ramage 

 

Saskatoon Mennonite  

Care Services 

Anita Retzlaff 

Music Nicole Tiessen 

Worship Don Klaassen 

  Sunday School Rachel Regier 

  Ushers Eric Neufeld 

                            
 
 
 
 


